
 

As we start a new school year, we anticipate excellent student attendance.  Great 

attendance enables our students to reach their highest potential.  A student’s attendance 
can be impacted if the student should become infested with lice or their eggs (nits).     

Parents can be most helpful in helping to control the spreading of lice.  The staff of Gallatin 

County Schools routinely checks students for head lice.  If a student has lice, the parent is 
contacted and requested to pick up the child.  The parent must treat the child with a special 
shampoo or another effective hair treatment.  The parent should also take measures to 
clean hair care items, clothing, and bedding of the student.  Upon a student’s return to 
school, the child is rechecked to assure the student has been properly treated and that live 
lice or nits are not found. 

WHAT TO LOOK FOR… Head lice may be suspected when there is intense itching and 

scratching of the scalp and the back of the neck.  Nits are the tiny, yellowish-white eggs 
attached to hair shafts, usually close the scalp that may hatch.  Once they hatch, lice are 
small live insects about the size of a sesame seed that feed on human blood.  They are 
usually light brown or gray in color.     

WHAT YOU CAN DO . . . Parents are encouraged to check their children’s heads for lice.  If 

live lice are found, you should treat the child’s hair with a special shampoo or another 
effective treatment.  Remove all nits by using a nit comb and/or picking with your 
fingernails.  Clean the environment thoroughly.   Children should be treated promptly to 
minimize the spread to others.  

Please contact your school nurse if you have questions or need additional information. 

 

Thank you for doing your part to control the spread of head lice in your school and 

home! 

Health Watch – You Can Help!  

 

      


